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A  Letter  from 
London,  to  his 

© 


a  Phyfician  in 
Friend  in  the 


Honoured  SIR , 

Return  you  my  moft  hearty 
Thanks  for  your  kind  Letter  of 
Congratulation  on  my  fafe  Return 
to  England ,  after  having  been  more 
than  five  Years  out  of  it.  So  long 
an  Abfence,  notwithllanding  the 
Pleafure  of  feeing  foreign  Countries, 
and  viewing  the  noble  Remains  of 
Antiquity  there,  wou'd  have  been  very  irkfome,  had 
not  your  Goodnefs  from  Time  to  Time  reliev'd  me 
with  your  ingenious  Letters,  which  contain'd  every 
Thing  curious  and  entertaining  that  happen'd  here  at 
Home.  Among  the  many  delightful  Accounts  with 
which  you  was  pleas'd  to  favour  me,  allow  me  to  men¬ 
tion  that  of  the  Coney-borough  at  Godalmin  in  Surrey , 
which  coming  to  my  Hands  when  I  was  at  Rome ,  and 
being  fo  extraordinary  in  its  Kind,  after  having  tran- 
flated  it  into  Italian ,  I  found  Means  to  have  commu¬ 
nicated  to  fome  of  the  Cardinals,  who  were  lo  highly 
pleas'd  with  it,  that,  as  'twas  currently  reported  there 
afterwards,  they  unanimoufly  voted  it  a  Place  in  the 
Vatican  Library.  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  this  I  am 
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lure  of*  that  I  have  not  only  feen,  but  received  feveral 
Papers  written  by  you,  that  juftly  deferve  a  Place  there* 
The  whole  Employment  and  Bufinefs  of  your  Life 
feems  to  be  nothing  elle  but  one  continued  Search  and 
Purfuit  after  Knowledge ;  lo  that  you  may  very  pro¬ 
perly  be  ftil'd  the  B  o  y  l  e  of  the  prefent  Age.  Scarce 
a  Book  that  contains  any  Thing  new  or  curious,  is 
publiftfd,  but  what  finds  a  Place  in  your  Library  ; 
and  whenever  any  Difcovery  is  propos'd  to  the  World, 
you  are  never  at  Reft  till  you  have  found  out  whether 
it  has  Truth  to  fupport  and  recommend  it.  For  which 
Realon  I  am  the  more  liirpriz'd  to  find  that  the  Books 
written  about  the  Montpellier ,  or  new  Method  of  cu¬ 
ring  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  ftiou'd  have  efcap'd  your 
Curiofity ;  and  that  the  very  firft  Hint  and  Intimation 
you  had  of  it,  was  from  an  Advertifement  you  met 
with  by  Chance  in  the  publick  Prints,  which  you  took 
the  Pains  to  tranfcribe  and  fend  me  to  Montpellier ,  and 
which  was  in  the  following  Words. 

“  Whereas  great  Numbers  of  Gentlemen  go 
cc  yearly  from  this  City,  and  other  Parts  of  the  King- 
a  dom,  to  Montpellier ,  on  Account  of  the  Venereal 
44  Difeale,  where  they  feldom  fail  to  meet  with  a  per- 
u  fe<ft  Cure,  perform'd  after  a  fafe  and  pleafant  Manner, 
u  by  Mercurial  Frictions,  which  often  oecafion  no  Spit— 
u  ting  at  ail,  and  at  rnoft  fo  irnall  an  one,  as  is  free 
u  from  all  manner  of  Uneafinefs  and  Danger :  A  Phy- 
a  fician  who  has  made  that  Diftemper  his  particular 
u  Study,  in  order  to  fave  all  Perfons  for  the  future  the 
a  Expence  and  Fatigue  of  lirch  a  Voyage  Abroad,  as 
u  well  as  the  Torture  and  Hazard  of  a  Salivation  at 
<c  Home,  offers  his  Endeavours  to  convince  them  of 
“  the  Reafonabknefs  and  Efficacy  of  this  new  Method, 
“  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  Ihew  them,  that  it  is  as  ef- 
<c  feftual  in  England  as  in  France ,  Change  of  Climate 
a  making  no  Change  at  all  in  the  Virtues  of  Mercury. 
u  The  Perfon  who  now  makes  this  Offer,  was  once  as 
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((  •  niuch  prejudiced  againft  this  Method  of  Cure,  as  any 
a  Phyfician  or  Surgeon  can  poffibly  be  at  prefent,  and 
«  had  in  all  Probability  Hill  continued  lb,  had  he  not 
<•  been  convinced  by  ocular  Demonftration,  having 
«  made  a  journey  onPurpoleto  Montpellier,  where  he 
“  was  an  Eye-witnefs  of  nigh  twenty  Cures  perform’d 
“  this  way  by  Mr.  Chicoyneau,  Chancellor  of  that 
“  Univerfity,  and  other  ProfelTors  of  Phyficfc  there  ; 

“  and  fince  his  Return  from  thence,  having  found  by 
<<  ftveral  furprizing  Cures  effeded  here,  even  after  Sa- 
“  livation  had  prov’d  ineflfedual,  that  this  moil  excel- 
«  lent  Method  is  altogether  as  efficacious  at  London  as 
“  at  Montpellier ,  he  thought  himfelf  oblig’d  to  publifh 
«  It  for  the  publiclc  Good  ;  hoping  it  will  not  be  the 
“  lefs  efteem’d,  becaufe  communicated  to  the  World 
“  after  this  Manner,  nor  he  himfelf  cenfur’d  as  a  Quack 
“  or  Impoftor,  for  his  Endeavours  to  contribute  to  the 

“  Eafe  and  Safety  of  Mankind. 

“  Whoever  has  a  Mind  to  fpeak  with  the  Perfon 
“  above-mention’d,  is  defir’d  to  fend,  or  leave  a  Note 
“  at  Mr.  H  o  w  s  o  m’s  a  Stationer,  at  the  Rofe  and  Crown 
“  over  againft  Exeter-Change  in  the  Strand,  mentioning 
“  Time  and  Place,  and  always  giving  at  leaft  a  Day’s 


a 

a 
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Notice  before-hand. 

N>  B .  “  This  Method  has  been  found  effectual,  not 
only  in  Venereal,  but  like  wife  in  many  other  obfti- 
nate  and  inveterate  Cafes,  even  where  Salivation  had 
fail’d ;  and  is  fo  very  ealy  to  the  Patient,  that  tis 
become  a  common .Practice  in  France ,  particularly  in 
i£  the  Southern  Parts  of  it,  for  all  young  Gentlemen, 
who  have  meddled  with  common  Women,  tho’  in 
Appearance  they  never  receiv’d  the  leaft  Damage, 
"  yet  always  for  Safety’s  Sake,  to  undergo  this  Opera¬ 
tion  a  little  before  they  Many. 

T  h  i  s,  like  other  Advertifements  that  promile  a  Cure 
in  all  Venereal  Cafes,  you  at  firft  imagin’d  to  be  nothing 
but  Quackery  and  Impofture  however,  your  uncom- 
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mon  Curiofity  carry  ?d  you  fo  far,  as  to  fend  it  me  as  far 
as  Montpellier ,  defiring  my  Opinion  of  it  ^  and  at  the 
fame  Time,  it  there  was  any  real  Foundation  and  Truth 
in  what  was  there  laid  of  Inch  a  new  Method,  that  I 
wou’d  make  an  exad  Enquiry  into  it,  and  oblige  you 
with  a  fuller  and  more  particular  Account  of  it  at  my 
Lei  lure.  As  to  what  is  afferted  in  that  Advertifement 
relating  to  the  Manner  and  Excellency  of  this  new  Pra- 
dice,  you  may  remember,  Sir,  I  acquainted  you  at  that 
T,  ime,  that  there  was  nothing  but  what  was  very  mo- 
deft,  and  far  below  the  Truth  ^  and  fince  my  Arrival  at 
London,  I  have,  upon  Enquiry,  found  that  the  Author 
of  it  is  fo  far  from  being  an  ignorant  Quack,  as  you 
I  magi n  d,  that  he  is  a  graduate  Phyfcian,  and  a  Perfon 
of  Learning,  Probity  and  Experience,  whorefided  fe- 
veral  Months  at  Montpellier ,  on  purpofe  to  be  thorough¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  this  new  Method,  by  which  he  has 

effeded  a  great  many  extraordinary  Cures  fince  his  Re¬ 
turn  to  London . 

A  s  to  the  Reafon  why  this  new  Way  of  Curing  the 
Venereal  Difeaie,  is  calid  the  Montpellier  Practice,  kis 
becaufe  it  was  firft  try’d  and  introduc’d  there  by 
hdi.  Chicoyneau,  the  Chancellor,  and  other  Profeflors 
c  i  P hylic k  in  that  Place.  ihe  laid  Mir.  Chicoyneau, 
and  Mr.  Didier,  one  of  the  Profeffors,  have  both  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  Subjed.  Mr.  Chicoyneau’s  Book  was  tran- 
flated  into  Englijh ,  and  illuttrated  with  fome  Notes  and 
Oofervations  by  Dr.  Willoughby,  and  is  entitled,  The 
cPra3ice  of  Salivation  fhewn  to  he  of  no  Ufe  or  Efficacy 
in  the  Cure  oj~  the  Venereal  Difeafe ,  hut  greatly  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  it,  &c.  To  that  therefore  I  might  very  well 
refer  you,  Sir,  for  full  Satisfadion  in  this  Matter  •  but 
lince  you  have  laid  your  Commands  upon  me,  be  pleas’d 
to  accept  of  the  following  Account. 

y  Stay  at  Montpellier  was  very  nigh  eight  Months, 
in  which  time,  according  to  the  beft  Information  I  cou’d 
get,  fifty  feven  Perfons  were  cur’d  of  this  modifh  Diftem- 
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per,  after  the  Manner  in  ufe  there  ;  I  was  an  Eye- Wit- 
nefs  of  fifteen,  feyen  of  which  were  Englijh ,  whom  I  vi- 
fited  conftantly  four  or  five  Times  a  Week  with  lome 
of  the  Profeffors  there.  For  I  muft  inform  you,  Sir,  that 
it  is  not  at  Montpellier  as  it  is  here  in  London ,  where  the 
Surgeons  pretend  to  engrofs  the  Cure  of  this  Diftemper 
wholly  to  themfelves,  and  rafhly  throw  People  into  Sali¬ 
vations  without  the  Advice  of  a  Phyfician ;  for  there  no 
Surgeon  prefumes  to  carry  any  Perlon  thro’ this  fafe  and 
eafy  Operation  without  the  Ailiftance  of  a  Phyfician  to 
advife  and  direct,  while  he  himfelf  only  performs  the 
manual  Part  of  Unftion  or  Rubbing.  The  Perlbns  whom 
I  conftantly  attended  under  this  Operation  werefomeof 
them  in  the  moft  deplorable  Condition  that  can  be  ima¬ 
gin'd,  and  three  of  them  had  been  laliyated  before, 
without  receiving  any  Benefit,  and  yet  they  were  all 
perfectly  cur'd  by  this  Method.  But  before  I  proceed  to 
give  you  an  Account  of  the  Manner  of  it,  which  is  no 
more  than  a  common  Fribtion  or  Anointing  with  a  Mer¬ 
curial  Unguent,  'twill  not  be  improper  to  fay  lomething 
of  the  _ Apparatus ,  or  Way  of  preparing  the  Patient  in 
order  to  undergo  the  Operation.  ^  Now,  that  is  always 
at  the  Judgment  of  the  Phyfician,  according  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  Exigencies  of  different  Confti  tut  ions,  and  after 
he  has  examin'd  eachPerfon’s  particular  Cafe,  and  finds 
the  prefent  State  of  the  Patient’s  Blood  and  Habit  of 
Body  to  be.  Sometimes  Blood  is  order’d  to  be  taken 
away  once  or  oftner  ;  fometimes  the  Patient  is  purg’d,, 
fo  met  lines  laxative  Ptifans,  and  a  thin  Diet  are  pre- 
fcrib’d ;  but  frequent  Bathing  is  generally,  if  not  always, 
order’d,  to  fioften  and  relax  the  Fibres,  and  render  the 
Body  more  peripirable  ;  becaufe,  if  any  Evacuation  be 
neceffary  in  the  Cure  of  this  Diftemper,  lo  fubtle  a  Body 
as  the  Venereal  Poifon,  and  fo  volatile  a  Body  as  Mer¬ 
cury,  after  it  has  been  fufficiently  rarified  and  circulated 
with  the  Blood,  will  be  beft  carried  out  of  the  Body 
by  the  Pores  of  infenfible  Perfpiration* 
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After  this  Preparation  is  over,  the  whole  Operation 
confifts  in  nothing  more  than  rubbing  the  Patient  with 
a  Mercurial  Ointment,  in  fuch  Quantities,  and  at  fuch 
Intervals  of  Time  as  the  Phyfician  fliall  judge  proper  \ 
fometimes  at  the  Diftance  of  two,  fometimes  of  three, 
and  fometimes  of  four  Days.  As  to  the  Quantity  of 
Mercury,  feldom  more  than  fix  Drams,  but  oftnerlefs, 
is  fiufficient  for  any  Cure.  In  rubbing,  fometimes  they 
begin  with  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  fometimes  with  the 
Small  of  the  Legs,  afcending  every  Time  a  little  higher 
till  they  come  up  to  the  Knees.  There  are  fome  that 
order  the  Arms  to  be  rubb’d,  and  feme  the  Thighs* 
After  any  Part  has  been  rubb’d,  a  Linnen  Garment  is 
provided  to  be  put  on  it,  as  Socks  for  the  Feet,  Linnen 
Stockings  for  the  Legs,  &cm  —The  Time  requir’d  for 
this  Operation  is  according  to  the  Condition  the  Patient 
is  in,  a  bad  Cafe  requiring  more  time  than  a  flight  one, 
but  is  generally  from  three  Weeks  to  five.  ThePatient 
during  that  Time  is  confin’d  to  his  Chamber,  oblerving 
a  low  and  regular  Diet,  but  oftentimes  buffers  nothing 
more  than  a  little  Feverifh  Heat  and  Reftlefnefs  for  a 
Day  or  two,  when,  the  Operation  is  at  the  Height. 

Thus,  Sir,  after  this  gentle  and  eafy  Manner  is  the 
moft  dreadful  and  inveterate  Pox  with  all  its  mofl  dire¬ 
ful  Symptoms  perfectly  and  radically  cur’d.  But  here 
no  doubt,  you  will  be  curious  to  be  inform’d  whether 
or  no  in  this  Method  of  Cure,  any  great  and  lenfible 
Evacuations,  are  caus’d  by  thefe  Mercurial  Frictions, 
and  if  not,  how  ’tis  poffible  a  Cure  can  be  effected  ?  To 
this  I  anfwer,  that  fometimes  a  gentle  moderate  Spitting 
will  happen,  nor  is  it  poffible  to  prevent  it  in  fome  Con- 
ftitutions;  but  then  ’tis  never  carried  high,  nor  encou¬ 
rag’d,  ’tis  neither  troublefome  nor  dangerous.  And  as 
for  any  great  and  lenfible  Evacuation,  I  can  by  no  means 
conceive  it  neceffary,  becaufe  the  Venereal  Poilon  is  lb 
little  in  Quantity,  and  of  fo  fubtle  a  Nature,  that  as  it 
was  receiv’d  into  the  Body  by  the  Pores,  lb  I  take  them 
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to  be  the  beft  and  propereft  Outlets  for  it,  whilft  that  great 
Difcharge  of  nafty  ropy  Matter  by  the  Glands  of  the  Throat, 
is  lb  far  from  contributing  towards  the  Cure,  that  'tis  rather 
an  Hindrance  and  Obftrudion  to  it  :  Becaufe,  by  that 
means,  the  Mercury  efcapes  and  flies  away,  before  it  has 
fufflciently  infinuated  and  mix'd  it  felf  in  the  Habit  of  the 
Body.  And  when  it  runs  off  fofaft  by  the  Salival  Glands, 
and  has  not  Time  enough  to  penetrate  into  the  finer  V el- 
fels,  and  inmoft  Recefles  of  the  Body,  'tis  impolfible  it 
fhou'd  induce  fuch  aGhange  in  the  Blood  and  Humours  as 
is  neceflary,  or  caufe  any  great  and  permanent  Effed  there ; 
and  for  this  Reafbn,  no  doubt  it  is,  that  Cures  attempted 
by  the  ufual  Way  of  Salivation,  are  fo  often  left  imper- 
fed  and  unfinifh'd.  For  this  I  will  venture  to  lay  down  as 
a  General  Rule,  that  cures  in  this  Diltemper  will  always  be 
found  to  be  beft  perform'd,  when  the  Mercury  is  longeft 
detain'd  in  the  Body.  But  becaufe  Venereal  Patients  are 
ibmetimes  oblerv’d  to  grow  well  after  a  Salivation,  and 
that  a  great  Quantity  of  fetid  Matter  is  always  difcharg'd 
during  the  Time  of  it,  therefore  fuch  an  Evacuation  is  by 
many  judg  d  neceflary  ;  and  the  greater  the  Quantity  of 
Matter  is  that  the  Patient  then  fpits,  and  the  more  noi- 
fome  its  Smell  is,  the  more  radicated  and  virulent  is  the  ~ 
Diltemper  thought  to  have  been,  as  well  as  the  more  per- 
fed  and  effedual  its  Cure.  But  that  this  is  a  very  great 
Miftake  will  plainly  appear  from  hence  •  that  if  two  Per- 
fons  are  put  into  a  Salivation  at  the  fame  time,  the  one 
vigorous  and  robuft,  of  a  full  Habit  of  Body,  and  in  per- 
fed  Health ;  the  other  weak  and  thin,  of  a  Ihatter'd  Con- 
ftitution,  emaciated  and  worn  out  with  Venereal  Pleafures, 
and  the  common  Confequence  of  'em,  a  Venereal  Lues  i 
this  Cafe,  I  lay,  ceteris  paribus,  that  the  Saliva  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Sound  P erfon  lhali  be  as  fetid,  and  its  Quantity  larger 
than  that  of  the  Infeded.  And  if  this  be  lb,  then  it  plainly 
appears  that  the  Evacuation  of  a  great  Quantity  of  fetid 
Matter  by  the  Salival  Glands,  is  not  the  leaft  Proof  either 
that  a  Perfon  is  infeded  with  a  Venereal  Taint,  or  that 
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any  Part  of  the  Poifon  is  difcharg'd  that  Way*  Thofe 
Perfons  are  ftrangely  ignorant  of  the  Nature  of  Mercury, 
who  imagine  that  it  ads  chiefly  as  an  Evacuant ;  no,  its 
principal  Efficacy  and  Virtues  in  this  Diftemper  are  alte¬ 
rative  ;  his  the  greateft  Deobftruent  and  Corredor  of  fliarp 
corrofive  Acidities  in  the  World.  'Tis  very  well  known, 
that  in  the  flighteft  and  loweft  Salivation  a  great  many 
Pounds  of  fetid  Matter  (all  which  is  commonly  thought 
to  be  Part  of  the  Venereal  Taint)  are  conftantly  dif¬ 
charg'd;  whereas  I  believe  the  greateft  Quantity  of  Ve¬ 
nereal  Poifon  that  ever  any  Man  receiv'd  at  one  Time 
never  amounted  to  a  Scruple  in  Weight.  But  then,  Sir, 
you  will  perhaps  fay,  that  tho'  all  that  Matter  which  is 
evacuated  in  a  Salivation  be  not  Original  Venereal  Foi- 
lon,  yet  that  his  nothing  but  filthy  noxious  Humours 
vitiated  and  corrupted  by  that  Poilon.  But  even  this 
cannot  be  allow'd ;  becaule  his  very  certain  that  good  as 
well  as  bad  Juices  are  evacuated  together  in  a  Salivation. 
But  fuppofing,  Sir,  what  you  imagine,  that  nothing  but 
corrupt  Humours  are  expell'd  out  of  the  Body  at  luch  a 
Time  ;  yet,  if  by  receiving  a  moderate  Quantity  of 
Mercury  into  the  Body  by  Degrees,  as  in  this  new  Me¬ 
thod,  thofe  corrupt  Humours  can  be  lo  correded  and 
amended,  as  to  become  pure  and  falutary  ;  you  will  al¬ 
low,  there  will  be  no  Neceffity  at  all  to  evacuate  them. 
That  this  may  be  done,  and  adually  is  fo  in  this  new 
Method  of  Cure,  will,  I  believe  appear,  if  we  weigh 
a  little  the  Effeds  of  this  Venereal  Poifon  on  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Juices,  and  at  the  fame  time  confider  the  Virtues 
of  Mercury,  and  its  Manner  of  Operation  in  an  human 
Body.  Now,  the  Effed  of  that  Poifon,  as  well  as  of 
moft  others,  when  it  gets  into  the  Blood,  confifts  in 
caufing  Coagulations,  and  unnatural  Cohefions  of  the 
Liquors,  from  whence  arife  Obftrudions  of  the  Glands ; 
and  when  the  Lymph  has  lain  for  Ibme  time  obftruded 
there,  it  contrads  an  Acrimony,  and  becomes  corrofive; 
frow  whence  arife  Pains,  Scabs,  Ulcers,  &c\  But  Mer¬ 
cury, 
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eury,  when  mix'd  with  the  Blood,  by  the  Smallnefs  of 
its  Particles,  is  able  to  enter  into  thofe  flender  Canals, 
where  the  Blood  it  felf  cannot  freely  pafs,  and  by  that 
Means  fcours  all  the  moft  minute  Paffages  of  the  Body. 
And  then  by  its  Force  and  Weight,  it  breaks  down  all 
Obftrudions,  and  opens  the  impaffable  Canals ;  and  by 
Virtue  of  its  Weight,  and  the  Smallnefs  of  its  Parts  to¬ 
gether,  it  fcours  all  the  Glands  of  the  Body,  removes 
all  vifcid  Concretions  of  Matter  that  have  been  lodg'd 
upon  them,  difiblves  all  unnatural  Cohefions  of  the 
Juices,  and  renders  them  fluid,  aftive,  and  ufefuL  But 
there  ftill  remains  another  Property  in  Mercury,  which 
compleats  its  Specifick  Virtue  in  curing  this  Difeafe 
without  Salivation,  and  that  is  its  peculiar  Power  in 
deftroying  the  Acrimony  and  Corrofivenefs  of  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Juices,  and  confequently  of  correding  all  forts  of 
foul,  eroding,  and  fiftulating  Ulcers.  This  Corrofive¬ 
nefs  proceeds,  no  doubt,  from  the  Pointednefs  of  the 
minute  Parts  of  the  ftagnated,  putrifying  Fluid.  -  Now 
Mercury,  where-ever  it  comes,  not  only  removes  all  Oh- 
ftrudions,  and  makes  the  VefTels  paffable  by  Virtue  of 
its  Weight,  but  likewife  by  the  lame  Power  breaks  off 
and  planes  the  fharp  Points  and  Angles  of  thofe  Particles, 
and  fo  renders  them  harmlefs  and  innocent. 

B  y  this  Time,  Sir,  I  perfuade  my  felf  you  begin  to  be 
convinc’d  that  the  Antivenereal  Virtue  of  Mercury,  or 
that  Power  by  which  it  cures  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  is  al¬ 
together  independent  of  any  Salival  Evacuation.  But  to 
put  this  Matter  beyond  all  future  Doubt,  I  fliall  quote  an 
Authority,  which,  I  am  fure,  will  be  of  great  Weight 
with  you,  as  well  as  with  all  other  Perfons  of  Learning 
and  good  Underftanding;  and  that  is,  the  learned  Dr. 
C  h  e  y  n  e,  who,  in  his  ingenious  New  Theory  of  Fevers , 
fpeaking  of  the  Operation  of  Mercurial  Medicines,  y.  1 20, 
&c.  has  the  iollowing  Words :  u  But  here  it  might  be 
a  objeded,  fays  he ,  that  the  grand  Effect  (  as  moft  Peo- 
u  pie  believe)  of  mercurial  Medicines  is  Salivation,  and 

B  x  “  that 
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that  leally  the  falivary  Glands  feeern  more  of  their 
Fluids  proportionally,  than  any  other  Glands  of  the 
“  Body.  To  this  I  anfwer : 

i .  That  the  principal  EffeT  of  Mercury  is  the  at— 
•  tenuating  the  Fluids,  the  clearing  the  Canals,  and  the 
deftroying  the  Corrofivenels  of  the.Obftruftions :  and 

..  ?^SaI‘va!,on  has  n0  more  Title  to  be  the  principal 
L fiect  of  Mercury,  than  infenfible  Peripiration. 

(c  f  a‘  !  LiS  ev*^ent:  that  Salivation  is  not  the  main  Ef- 
icct  of  Mercury,  from  this,  that  many  Perlons  are  cur’d 
a  °\  ^ery  dangerous  Poxes,  Ulcers  and  Rheumatifms, 

‘  without  ever  Salivating,  at  leaft  at  the  ordinary  Rate 
of  Salivation. 

“  3*  The  Reafon  why  we  feem  to  feeern  more  by  the 
“  Salivary  Glands  proportionally,  than  by  any,  or  moft 
otheis,  is  becaule  the  lalivary  Glands  are  more  in  Nuni- 
bei  than  any  of  thofe  which  feparate  vifible  Fluids: 
an<^  conlequently  it  is  but  reaionable  they  fhou’d  iecern 
“  more  than_  any  other.  It  is  true,  the  Glands  of  inlen- 
lible  Peilpiration  are  more  in  Number  than  thole ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  aoubted  but  they  Iecern  more  likewile  ; 
and  it  will  be  found  lb,  whenever  the  Thing  is  exa¬ 
min’d  after . Santhrius’s  Method;  but  that  Secretion 
not  being  vifible,  makes  the  Matter  doubted. 

It  appears  from  this  Author,  befides  what  I  quoted 
him  to  prove,  that  upon  Mercury’s  being  mix’d  with  the 
Blood,  the  cuticular  Difcharge  by  the  Pores  of  infenfible 
Peripiration,  is  increas’d  in  Proportion  to  the  falival  Eva¬ 
cuation  by  the  Glands  of  the  Throat.  I  do  not  therefore 
pofitively  affirm,  Sir,  that  in  a  Salivation  no  part  of  the 
Venereal  Poifon  whatever  is  carry’d  out  of  the  Body  in 
the  Saliva ;  all  1  contend  for  is,  that  a  falival  Evacuation 
is  not  necellary  to  the  Cure  of  this  Diftemper:  and  that 
the  Montpellier  Method  of  curing  it,  by  rubbing  a  left 
Quantity  of  Mercury  into  the  Body,  and  at  greater  In¬ 
tervals  of  Time,  is  in  every  Refpeft  preferable  to  it:  but 

more  particularly,  as  it  is  a  much  more  certain ,  eati  and 
fafe  w ay  ol  Cure.  2  '  T 
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I  n  the  firft  Place,  I  believe,  the  moft  zealous  Advo¬ 
cates  and  Sticklers  for  Salivating  in  the  Venereal  Dileale, 
will  allow  that  Salivations  have  often  fail'd ;  nay,  that 
many  Perfons  have  undergone  that  dreadful  Operation 
twice,  nay  even  thrice,  and  yet  have  not  found  an  effectual 
Cure:  Whereas  upon  the  ftri&eft  Enquiry  I  was  able  to 
make  at  Montpellier ,  among  many  Hundreds  who  had 
been  treated  after  this  new  way,  I  cou'd  not  find  that  any 
one  Perfon,  whofe  Cafe  was  truly  Venereal,  had  mifs'd  a 
perfect  Cure.  I  have  fince  made  the  lame  Enquiry  at 
Qaris,  and  even  here  in  London ,  and  cannot  yet  find  that 
it  has  ever  fail'd ;  and  that  it  has  often  cur'd,  after  Sali¬ 
vations  have  fail'd ,  is  a  moft  certain  and  undoubted 
Truth.  If,  Sir,  you  lhou'd  be  lurpriz'd,  and  wonder  how 
ftis  poftible  that  this  new  Method  lhou'd  be  more  effectual 
than  the  common  one  by  Salivation,  fince  in  both  Cafes 
the  Cure  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  fame  Caufe,  that  is, 
the  mechanical  Powers  of  Mercury  ;  and  that  the  only 
Difference  between  them  is,  that  in  this  new  way,  a  lels 
Quantity  of  Mercury  is  lent  into  the  Body,  and  at  a 
greater  Interval  of  Time  ;  whereas  in  the  common  way 
of  railing  a  Salivation  by  Urifiti-on;  a  greater  Quantity  of 
Mercury  is  thrown  into  the  E>§dy  in  lefs  Time,  and  con- 
fequently  that  a  greater  and  more  permanent  Effect  ought 
to  be  expe&ed  from  it;  what  I  have  to  lay  is  this,  That 
when  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Mercury  is  thrown  into 
the  Blood  in  a  Ihort  Time,  it  will  not  in  this  Cafe  be  fo 
capable  of  rarefying  and  diffufing  it  fclf  gradually  and 
uniformly  through  all  the  Parts  of  Body,  as  when  it  is 
admitted  into  it  flowly,  and  in  fmall  Quantities :  For  the 
Hidden  Rarefaction,  and  extreme  Volatility  of  the  Mer¬ 
cury,  occafion'd  by  the  natural  Heat  of  the  Body,  will 
determine  its  principal  Force  and  Efficacy  upwards  ;  that 
is,  it  will  afcend  in  a  ftrong  plentiful  Steam  or  Vapour  to 
the  Head,  and  be  thrown  off  by  the  falival  Glands ,  be¬ 


fore  it  has  had  fufficient  Time  to  mix  and  circulate  with 
the  Blood  and  Lymph,  in  all  the  Header  minute  Veffei s* 
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and  there  induce  that  Change  and  Alteration,  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  Fluids,  which  it  wou'd  neceffarily  have  effected,  if 
it  had  continued  in  the  Body  a  longer  Time.  And  this, 
Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  true  Reafon  why  Salivations  fo  of¬ 
ten  fail,  and  why  this  new  Method  is  fo  certain  and  ef¬ 
fectual.  And  if  this  way  of  curing  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
be  more  certain,  I  am  perfuaded  there  is  no  Body  but 
will  allow  that  it  is  infinitely  more  eafy  than  the  com* 
mon  way  by  Salivation.  All  that  the  Patient  under¬ 
goes  or  buffers,  when  treated  after  this  new  Manner,  is 
only,  as  I  told  you  before,  a  little  flight  feverifh  Heat 
and  Uneafinefs,  perhaps  for  two,  or  three  Days  at  moft, 
and  fometimes  a  gentle  moderate  Spitting,  attended  with 
little  or  no  Pain  at  all.  But  what  is  this  in  Comparifon 
to  what  every  Perfon  buffers  that  goes  through  a  Saliva¬ 
tion  ?  To  thofe  that  have  been  or  undergone  one  themfelves, 
I  need  fay  but  very  little;  but  to  thofe  that  have  not, 
ftis  certainly  a  Sight  very  horrid  and  fhocking  to  behold. 
To  have  the  Head  fwelfd  to  more  than  twice  its  natural 
Size,  the  Eyes  ready  to  burft  and  fly  out  of  it,  the  Teeth 
all  loobe,  and  juft  dropping  out  of  their  Sockets,  beftdes 
a  want  of  due  Reft  and  Nourifhment  for  Weeks  toge¬ 
ther,  and  all  that  Time  to  do  nothing  but  drivel  out  a 
fetid  filthy  Matter,  that  renders  a  Perfon  naufeous  to 
himfelf,  and  to  all  that  come  near  him,  is  certainly  a 
Condition  no  one  would  come  into  without  the  utmoft 
and  very  laft  Neceflity;  and  yet  all  that  I  have  faid 
comes  vaftly  fhort,  and  is  but  a  very  flight  and  imperfect 
Reprefentation  of  what  is  conftantly  been  and  buffer'd  in 
every  Salivation.  So  that  I  may  with  the  utmoft  Truth 
affirm,  that  his  much  better  and  eafier,  and  what  every 
Man  in  his  Senfes  wou'd  iooner  chufe,  to  go  thorough 
a  Cure  after  this  new  Manner  twenty  Times,  than  to 
undergo  the  Pain  and  Torture  of  one  Salivation.  Nay, 
fo  very  little  is  the  Trouble  or  Uneafinefs  of  it  thought 
to  be  where  it  is  commonly  practis'd,  that  is  to  lay,  in 
the  Southern  Parts  of  France ,  that  his  undertaken  with 

the 
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the  fame  Unconcern  as  we  here  take  a  Vomit,  a  Purge, 
or  a  little  Blood  away.  And  by  Reafon  of  its  EafmeJts 
as  well  as  Safety,  'tis  grown  fo  familiar  there,  that  no 
young  Gentleman,  who  fufpedts  himfelf  to  have  con¬ 
tracted  the  leaft  Venereal  Taint,  or  who  has  once  con¬ 
vers'd  with  a  common  Woman,  ever  thinks  of  entring 
into  the  State  of  Matrimony,  nor  will  the  Relations  on 
the  Bride's  Side  fuffer  it  to  be  confummated,  before  he 
has  gone  through  this  Operation,  to  cleanfe  his  Body 
from  all  poftible  Remains  of  it ;  which  might  otherwise 
perhaps  lie  lurking  there  many  Years,  and  breaking  out 
at  laft,  utterly  ruin  his  Wife's  Conftitution ,  as  well  as 
tranfmit  Rottennefs  to  Pofterity. 

From  hence,  Sir,  it  appears,  that  this  new  Pra&ice 
has  both  Certainty,  Eafe  and  Safety,  to  recommend  it 
above  the  common  way  by  Salivation,  or  any  other  way 
yet  difcover'd.  Not  one  Inftance,  I  believe,  can  be  gi¬ 
ven  of  any  Perfon  that  ever  mifcarry'd  under  it,  or  whofe 
Conftitution  has  fuffer'd  by  it.  But  the  fame  cannot  be 
laid  of  Salivations,  becaufe  'tis  notorious  to  all  the 
W orld,  that  great  Numbers  die  yearly  under  'em  ;  and 
that  numberlefs  Conftitutions  have  been,  and  always  will 
be,  ruin'd  by  them.  But  as  I  am  endeavouring  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  new  Pra&ice  in  Oppofition  to  Salivation,  and 
may  therefore  be  fufpected  of  Partiality  in  what  I  fhall 
fay  my  felf;  in  order  to  ftiew  the  Danger  and  ill  Confe- 
quences  of  throwing  a  great  Quantity  of  Mercury  into  the 
Blood  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  Time,  fo  as  to  raife  a  Salivati¬ 
on,  as  well  as  the  great  Advantages  arifing  from  a  pru¬ 
dent  and  moderate  Ufe  of  it  according  to  this  new  Me¬ 
thod,  I  fhall  rather  chufe  to  let  another  Perfon  fpeak  for 
me;  and  that  is  the  learned  Dr. Morgan,  in  his  Philo- 
.  Jophical  Principles  of  Medicine ,  p.  420.  “  When  a  Sub- 
tc  fiance,  Jays  A,  of  fuch  Force  and  Efficacy  as  Mercury 
“  is  thrown  fuddenly  in  great  Quantities,  and  with  Vio- 
a  lence  upon  any  of  the  Glands,  it  muft  needs  be  ex- 
i4  tremely  hurtful  and  mifchieyous:  For,  in  this  Cafe, 
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a  the  fudden  Rarefa&ion,  expanfive  Force,  and  violent 
cc  Efforts  of  the  Mercury,  rous'd  and  excited  into  A&ion 
by  the  natural  Heat,  muft  overftretch  the  nervous 
u  Fibrilltey  fulpend  their  A&ion,  and  quite  break,  dif- 
a  folve  and  deftroy  the  natural  Stru&ure  and  Conforma- 
u  tion  of  the  Parts;  and  the  Stru&ure  and  Organization 
a  of  the  Solids  being  thus  broken  and  deftroy'd,  the 
“  Fluids  muft  ftagnate,  corrupt  and  putrify ,  and  the 
u  Obftru&ions  become  inveterate  and  incurable, 

“  Hence  it  is  that  they  who  have  been  too  feverely 
u  treated  with  Mercury  in  the  Lues  venerea ,  are  very 
u  often  made  more  deplorable  Victims  to  the  Fury  of 
u  the  Medicine,  than  to  that  of  the  Difeale;  and  a  Di- 
u  ftemper  which  fcarce  deleaves  a  Cure,  is  render'dun- 
u  capable  of  any.  I  kow  that  the  unhappy  in  this  Cafe 
u  are  generally  impatient  of  Delay,  and  eager  for  a  fpee- 
a  dy  Cure;  but  the  Event  feldom  anfwers  their  Expe- 
a  Nations,  and  a  little  prefent  hafty  Relief  is  for  the 
u  m oft  part  follow'd  with  a  long  Train  of  hopelefs  and 
u  remedilefs  Evils,  which  might  have  been  prevented 
a  by  a  more  rational  and  deliberate  Method. 

And  ‘Fag.  426,  after  having  fhew'd  the  many  and  fin- 
gular  Virtues  of  Mercury,  and  that  it  is  noways  hurtful 
to  the  Nerves,  he  proceeds  thus;  u  I  defire  it  may  be 
xc  here  obferv'd,  that  what  I  have  laid  of  Mercury,  as 
a  one  of  the  moft  effe&ual  and  powerful  Deobftruents, 
u  is  to  be  underftood  as  abftra&ed  from  Salivation,  or 
u  any  fuch  way  of  giving  it,  as  to  promote  any  great, 
u  lenfible,  or  violent  Evacuation.  For  where  Mercury 
u  is  thus  given,  it  muft  needs  break,  diffolve,  and  de- 
u  ftroy  the  natural  Texture  and  Conftitution  of  the  So- 
u  lids,  and  glandular  Organs  upon  which  it  happens  to 
u  be  precipitated,  and  thrown  with  fuch  Violence  ;  and 
u  the  elaftick  Motive  FibriUcey  having  thus  loft  their  na- 
“  tural  Force  and  proper  A&ion,  any  Lodgment  of  yijl 
u  cid  obftru&ing  Matter  upon  fuch  Glands  for  the  future, 
u  muft  be  fix'd  there  without  Remedy,  and  the  Obftru- 

u  &ion 
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•t  £tion  become  incurable.  And  hence  it  is  that  th-y 
«•  who  have  been  injudiciouily  treated  with  Mercury  by 
«■  too ftrong  and  violent  Salivations,  are  often  reduc'd  to 
“  the  moll  deplorable  Circumftances,  and  put  out  of  all 
the  Hopes  and  Poffibility  of  a  Cure  by  any  other  Me- 

“  thod.  . 

«  I  know  it  will  be  urg’d  by  Ibme,  that  Salivation  in 

u  an  high  Degree  is  neceffary  to  the  Cureol  the  Venereal 
“  Difeafe,  where  it  is  once  ftrongly  or  deeply  fix’d.  But 
“  fuch  is  my  Incredulity  and  Diffidence,  that  I  am  very 
“  apt  to  queftion  the  Truth  of  this  in  Faft  ;  and  I  only 
“  defire  thole,  who  have  any  great  Experience  in  this 
“  Cafe,  to  tell  us  faithfully  whether  they  have  ever  known 
“  a  good  Cure  wrought  by  a  high  Salivation  upon  fuch  as 
“  have  been  much  afflicted  with  hypochondriacal  and  hy- 
“  fterical  Diforders  ;  and  whether  the  Succels  has  not  fail  d 
<£  in  Proportion  to  the  Strength  of  the  Salivation,  and  the 
veil! letch  of  the  obllructeci  convulled  Glands?  But 
«  this,  I  think,  is  certain,  that  the  greater  the  Obftru- 
«  ftion  of  the  Glands  is,  and  the  more  they  are  tumefy  d, 

“  diftended  and  ftimulated,  the  lei's  capable  will  they  be 
«  of  any  violently  imprefs’d  Force  of  Mercury,  and  the 
t£  more  necelTary  will  it  be  to  do  the  Work  writh  more 
“  Moderation,  and  in  longer  Time.” 

T  o  what  I  have  already  cited,  give  me  Leave,  Sir,  to 
add  a  few  Lines  from  the  ingenious  Dr.  Qu mci,  in  his 
Elfay  on  Venereal  Difeafes,  lubjoin’d  to  his  Explanation 
of  Santhrius’s  Aphorifms,  ‘Pag.  463.  “  The  common 
“  Methods  of  Salivation ,  fays  he,  and  rough  Cat har ticks, 

«  do  not  only  fail  of  Cure,  but  all'o  occafion  great 
“  Miichiffs ;  becaufe  they  rob  the  Conftitution  of  its 
<c  beft  Defence  againft  the  Diftemper,  a  Iblt  ballamick 
u  Blood,  and  leave  it  afterwards  much  more  expos’d  to 
“  a  meicilefs  Tormentor,  whence  infallibly  alio  comes  on 
“  an  incurable  Heclick.”  _  _  ! 

What  thefe  excellent  Authors  have  laid  is  lo  ftrong, 
full,  and  convincing,  that  tho’  I  cou’d  produce  the  Opini¬ 
ons  of  feveral  of  the  beft  and  moft  learned  Writers  in; 
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Phyfick  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  yet  I  fhall  trouble  you  with 

of  Jhe  D?10?1-0113’  bUt  kaVe  the  whoie  Strefs  and  Iffiie 
lhc  DnPL;te  oetween  this  new  Method  of  Cure  and 

\f,°f  one  by  Salivation,  on  their  Evidence;  and  pro- 

teed  to  acquaint  you,  Sir,  in  what  other  Difeafes  te 

fides  the  Venerea],  this  Mice  has  been  found  Wfsfu, 

In  all  Foumeffes  and  Obftrudions  of  the  Glands  in  all 

Lectors  and  Vifcidities  of  the  Blood  and  Humours’  in  all 

Bl^cheT S’  °f  th/fHntS  2nd  Limbs’  in  ali ’ Scabs, 

chexies  or  in  rIv”' Pv  T?™  °f  the  Skin’  in  ^  Ca- 
,  HaLus  of  Body,  in  the  Scuivey,  Rheuma- 

trim  and  orten  in  the  Sciatica, ,  and  King’s-Evil,  it  has 

been  found  the  only  effectual  Cure  in  the  World  And 

m  nvany  other  Cafes  in  which  it  has  been  try’d,  and  has 

not  fuceeeded  fo  effeftually,  this  however  Jybc  fiSd 

its  Comrnendanon,  that  where  it  has  not  done  much 

Good,  it  has  however  never  done  the  leaft  Harm ;  and  mav 

heidore  m  all  Cafes  be  very  juftly  call’d  fafe  cPraBke.  ' 

u  t  here  perhaps  fbme  one  may  object  againft  the  ex- 

MWt  3nd  affirm»  tha£  111  Confluences 

,  v  ‘  metiincs  ariienfrom.it  j  and  may  at  the  fame  Time 

demand,  whether  the  Mercury  which  is  rubb’d  into  the* 
.-vody  does  not  always  remain  in  it ;  and  if  not,  which  wav 
k  is  difcharg’d  out  of  it,  when  no  Salivation  enfues > 

fl?  vei7  weU  bnown  that  Mercury  is  made  ule  of  to  raife 
Salivations  outwardly  apply’d  in  Unction,  as  well  as  in- 
■wardly  taken  ;  and  that  ill  Confequences  have  fometimes 
an  ten  from  it,  when  us’d  both  theft  ways,.  I  make  no 
Doubt ;  but  then  thofe  ill  Effeds  have  always  proceeded 
not  from  the  right  Ufe,  but  from  the  Abufe  of  it :  either 

tor  want  of  gi  ving  it  with  Judgment  and  Difcretion  or 

dft  became  it  was  not  rightly  prepar’d.  If  too  great' 
a  Quantity  of  it  be  either  taken  inwardly,  or  rubb*d  in 
by  L  ndron  in  too  Start  a  Time,  as  is  generally  done  in  rai¬ 
ding  a  Salivation ,  ’twill  for  the  moft  part  do  more  Harm 
tarn  Good  j  bccrofe  in  fmb  a  talc,  it  Life  be  not  always 
m  apparent  Danger,  the  Conftkiitibn  certainly  is.  And 
where  it  is  thrown  into  the  Body  by  Pridian,  if  the  Oint¬ 
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mentbenot  rightly  prepar'd,  as  it  often  happens  la  com¬ 
mon  mercurial  Unguents,  Piaifters,  Girdles,  &c\  ill  Ef- 
feds  muft  neceffarily  and  unavoidably  follow.  But  where, 
in  preparing  the  Ointment,  the  mercurial  Globules  are 
fufficiently  divided,  comminuted,  and  feparated  from 
each  other ;  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  may 
be  as  fafely  us'd,  and  with  better  Effed,  than  if  inwardly 
taken.  For  when  it  is  fo  prepar'd,  its  fine  and  volatile 
Particles  will  not  fail  to  mix  and  circulate  with  the  Blood 
and  Juices  wherever  they  go;  but  where  the  Circulation 
happens  to  be  broken  off,  the  Mercury,  whether  inward¬ 
ly  taken,  or  outwardly  apply 'd,  muft  of  Neceffity  flop. 
As  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Objedion,  in  which  'tis  ap¬ 
prehended,  that  the  Mercury  which  is  forc'd  into  the  Bo¬ 
dy  by  Fridion,  will  always  remain  there,  and  confequently 
produce  bad  Effeds,  unlefa  it  be  carry  *d  off  by  a  Salivation  ; 
this  I  am  fore  will  be  of  no  Weight  at  all  with  you,  Sir,  who 
perfedly  underftand  the  Animal  Geconomy,and  know  very 
well  that  as  much  at  leaft,  if  not  more,  is  carry'd  out  of  the 
Body  every  Day  by  inlenfible  Perforation,  than  by  all  the 
fenfible  Evacuations  put  together.  But  tq  thofe  who  are 
ignorant  of  this,  my  Anfwer  is,  that  there  is  more  Danger 
in  this  new  Method  of  Cure,  that  the  Mercury  fhou'd  fly 
off  too  fall,  and  leave  the  Body  too  foon,  before  it  has  pro¬ 
duc'd  the  defir'd  Effed  on  the  Blood  and  Juices,  than  that 
it  fhou'd  remain  too  long  in  the  Body,  and  be  attended 
with  any  ill  Confequences.  For  when  the  Mercury  has  for 
fome  Time  circulated  with  the  Blood,  fince  'tis  impoffible 
to  be  aflimilated  with  it,  Nature  wou'd  not  fail  to  exert 
her  fell  in  order  to  expel  it,  if  it  was  neceffary ;  but  as  it 
is  in  felf  of  fo  volatile  a  Nature,  elpecially  after  being  ra¬ 
refy  d  by  the  Heat  of  the  Body, 'tis  impoffible  it  fhou'd  be 
long  retain'd  in  it ;  but  it  flies  out  of  it  with  Speed  at  every 
excretory  Organ.  So  that  lomc  Part  of  it,  when  there  is  a 
Spitt  ing,  may  poffibly  be  carry  d  off  by  the  Sdival  Glands, 
fome  by  the  Glands  of  thelnteftincs,  fome  by  the  Kidneys, 
but  the  far  greateftPart,  no  doubt,  flies  off  by  the  Pores  of 
inlenfible  Perforation.  As  it  was  at  full  receiy'd  into  the 
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Body  by  the  Pores,  io  they  feem  to  be  the  propereft  Out¬ 
let  for  lb  volatile  a  Body  as  Mercury, as  well  as  for  lb  fubtle 
a  Body  as  the  Venereal  Poilon.  And  that  a  vail:  Quantity 
of  Mercury  is  thrown  out  off  the  Body  that  Way,  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  hence,  that  Gold  Rings  on  Perlons  Fingers  un¬ 
der  a  Salivation  are  often  colour’d  white  by  the  Mercurial 
Effluvia  that  exhale  from  their  Bodies  at  that  Time. 

There  is  but  one  other  Obje&ion,  Sir,  which  I 
know  ever  has,  or,  I  think,  poffibly  can  be  made  againft 
this  New  Method  of  Cure,  and  that  is,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  it  has  lucceeded  very  well  in  France,  yet  that 
perhaps  it  may  not  prove  lo  effectual  here  in  England. 
But  to  this  I  hope  to  give  a  very  full  and  fatisfa&ory 
Anfwer.  In  the  firft  place  then,  I  prefume,  it  will  be 
allow’d  me,  that  the  natural  Properties  of  Mercury  are 
the  fame  in  both  Kingdoms,  that  ’tis  both  as  heavy 
and  as  volatile  in  England  as  in  France ;  and  I  have  be¬ 
fore  lhew’d,  that  ’tis  by  Virtue  of  its  Mechanical  Powers, 
and  not  by  any  great  and  fenfible  Evacuations  that 
are  fometimes  caus’d  by  it,  that  ’tis  a  Specifick  in 
Venereal  Cafes.  If  Mercury  be  as  effectual  in  England 
to  remove  Obftru&ions,  diffolve  unnatural  Cohefions, 
correct  the  Acidities,  and  deftroy  the  Corrofivenels  of 
the  Blood  and  Juices,,  as  it  is  in  France ,  then  I  am  lure 
it  will  as  effectually  cure  all  Kind  of  Venereal  Diforders- 
in  England  as  in  France .  If  it  be  urg'd,  that  the  Cli¬ 
mate  of  France  is  hotter  than  that  of  England ,  and  con- 
lequently  the  infenfible  Perfpiration  there  greater  than 
here  with  us ;  I  know  no  Advantage  at  all  that  can  arile 
from  thence,  but  perhaps  the  contrary  ;  that  by  means 
of  a  greater  Perfpiration,  the  Mercurial  Effluvia  may  fly 
off  too  faff,  before  they  have  effeded  a  fuffieient  Al¬ 
teration  and  Change  in  the  Blood  and  Fluids..  And 
that  perhaps  is  one  Reafon  at  leaft,  why  the  Phvfi- 
cians  at  Montpellier  never  put  any  Perl  bn  under  this 
Operation  in  the  hotter  Months  of  the  Year.  And  who¬ 
ever  confiders  that  more  than  two  Pounds  of  fuch  grols 
Subftances  as  we  daily  eat  and  drink,  are  conftantly  car-- 
*  •  • 


21 


Phyjician  in  London. 

ty'd  off  by  inlenfible  Perlpiration  in  four  and  twenty 
Hours,  will  be  in  no  Pain  at  all  for  fear  left  an  Ounce 
of  lo  volatile  a  Body  as  Mercury,  and  lo_ fubtle  a  Body 
as  the  Venereal  Poilon,  which  is  more  than  both  put 
together  amount  to  in  Weight,  Ihou'd  not  be  tranfpir’d 
or  carry'd  out  of  the  Body  in  almoft  as  many  Days.  For 
the  adual  Venereal  Taint,  if  we  may  judge  of  it  from 
its  Manner  of  Communication  and  Operation,  is  lo 
very  fubtle,  that  on  Account  of  its  Quantity  'tis  of  no 
Confequence  at  all ;  but  only  from  its  mifchievous  Ef¬ 
fects  on  the  Blood  and  Humours.  And  the  Mercury,, 
when  its  Particles  are  fufficiently  broken  and  feparated 
from  each  other  in  preparing  the  Unguent,  and  'tis  after¬ 
wards  rarefy'd  by  the  natural  Heat,  becomes  fo  very 
Volatile,  that  it  often  flies  off  too  foon,  but  never, 
remains  fo  long  in  the  Body  as  to  produce  any  ill  Ef¬ 
fect.  If  this  Way  of  Realoning  will  not  fatisfy,  I 
muft  appeal  to  Fads,  againft  which  there  is  no  depu¬ 
ting.  Dr.  Willoughby,  in  his  Notes  and  Obferva- 
tions  on  Mr.  Chicoyneau’s  Book,  gives  an  Account* 
of  two  or  three  Cafes,  of  which  he  had  then  been  an 
Eye-Witnefs  here  in  England ,  where  the  Cure  was  ef¬ 
fected  after  this  Manner  by  Mercurial  Fridions,  with¬ 
out  occafioning  the  leaf!  Salivation.  The  Author  of  the 
Advertifement  you  lent  me  to  Montpellier ,  which  is 
printed  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Letter,  has  perform'd 
a  great  Number  of  Cures  here  in  Town  after  the  lame 
Manner ;  and  there  is  a  French  Surgeon  here  at  prefen  t 
who  has  likewife  perform'd  fome;  but  for  want  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  or  the  Advice  of  a  skilful  Phylician,  he  has  like¬ 
wife  committed  fome  Blunders.  As  for  my  own  Part,  I 
was  relblv'd  to  make  feveral  Trials  my  lelf  before  I 
wrote  to  you ;  in  all  which,  I  affure  you,  I  have  fuc- 
ceeded  even  beyond  my  Expedation. 

T  h  us,  Sir,  have  I  given  you  a  ihorty  but  true  Ac¬ 
count  ol  the  Montpellier ,  or  new  Pradice  in  Curing  the 
Venereal  Dileafe,  and  all  its  molt  direful  Attendants  j, 

I  have  likewife  briefly  Ihewn  its  Excellency  and  Prefe- 
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rablenefs  in  every  Relpcct  to  all  other  Methods  yet  dis¬ 
cover’d  ;  more  particularly,  as  it  is  the  mod  certain , 
eajy,  and  Jafe  Way  of  Cure  yet  known.  At  the  fame 
time,  I  think,  I  have  lufficiently  demonftrated  the  In¬ 
efficacy,  Danger,  and  ill  Conlequences  of  the  common 
Way  by  Salivation,  not  from  my  own  Realoning  only, 
but  from  great  and  unqueftionable  Authorities  :  I  have 
in  Some  Mealirre  endeavour’d  to  explain  how  (Mercury 
operates,  and  efle&s  lb  certain  a  Cure  in  this  Diftemper 
When  dilcreetly  manag’d,  and  have  ffiewn  that  Ms 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly  owing  to  the  Change  and  Alte¬ 
ration  that  is  made  in  tne  Blood  and  Humours  by  the 
Weight  and  Volatility  of  the  Mercurial  Particles,  and 
not  to  any  great  and  lenfible  Evacuations  that  are  {ome- 
times  occaflon  d  by  it.  I  have  acquainted  you  in  what 
other  Dilcaics,  beflues  the  Venereal,  this  new  Pradice 
has  been  found  fuccefsful,  and  have  anfwer’d  all  the 
Objections,  I  ever  heard  were,  or,  think,  can  poffibly, 
be  made  againft  it  ,  and  laftly ,  I  have  confirm’d  its 
Ufefulnels  and  Succefs  here  in  England  by  Fads  not  to 
be  a i Iputed.  So  that  whilft  I  have  been  dilcharging  mv 
ielf  of  a  particular  Obligation  to  you,  I  hope,  I  have 
at  the  kune  time  done  fomething  for  the  general  Good. 
For  I  can  fcarce  perfuade  my  felf  that  any'Perlon  in  his 
right  Senfes  will  for  the  future  go  as  far  as  Montpellier 
foi  a  Cuie,  which  he  may  be  lure  of  finding  here  at 
home  ;  or  undergo  the  Torture  and  Danger  of  a  Saliva¬ 
tion,  when  he  can  meet  with  a  more  effectual,  fife,  and 
eafy  Cure  without  it.  Shou’d  this  excellent  Method 
once  prevail  here,  as  there  is  all  imaginable  Reafon  to 
believe  it  will,  ’twou’d  in  a  very  ffiort  Time  lave  many 
Thoulands  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjeds  ;  and  allow  me  on 
this  Occafion,  the  Vanity  to  affure  you,  that  I  have 
already  lav’d  one  of  the  molt  valuable  Lives  in  England 
by  it.  Nay,  Ihou’d  it  once  become  univerlal,  ’twou’d 
be  the  utter  Downfal  of  all  that  profligate  Tribe,  who 
plague  Mankind  with  their  pretended  Cures  of  this  Di¬ 
ftemper,  from  Dr.  Mi— bin  down  to  Dr.  C— m. 
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If  you  fhotfd  ask  mer  Sir,  how  if  comes  to  pafs,  that 
a  Method  which  carries  every  Recommendation  in  the 
World  along  with  it,  fhoti’d  not  be  more  generally  pra- 
dis’d  ;  I  can  only  fay,  that  one  principal  Reafon  I  fake 
to  be,  becaufe  it  is  not  generally  known.  I  have 
difcours'd  with  feveral  Phyficians  here  about  it,  who 
feem  moft  of ’em  entirely  unacquainted  with  it;  and  the 
moft  Learned  among  them  who  approve  of  it,  fay,  that  it 
does  not  lie  directly  in  their  Way, and  that  they  have  very 
few  Opportunities  of  making  fuch  Trials.  The  Meaning 
of  which  is,  that  thro’  an  ill  Cuftom  that  has,  I  don’t 
know  how,  prevail’d  here,  ’tis  reckon’d  difreputable  for 
a  Phyfician  fio  much  as  to  give  his  Advice,  or  any  way 
concern  himfelf  in  Venereal  Cafes  ;  and  to  do  fo,  is 
enough  to  ruin  him  in  his  other  Pra&ice.  So  that  the! 
Surgeons  are,  in  a.  manner,  the  only  Advilers  and  Practi¬ 
tioners  in  fuch  Cafes;  and  they  fay  Salivation  is  what  they 
were  bred  to,  what  they  have  always  praftis’d,  and  what 
they  will  always  ftand  by  ;  nor  will  they  by  any  Means 
whatever  be  prevail’d  on  to  admit  of  a  new  French  Me¬ 
thod  to  cure  an  old  French  Difeafe.  How  good  and  juft  a" 
Way  of  Reafoning  theirs  is,  I  leave  you  to  judge,  Sir. 
But  vet  this  is  to  be  faid  for  ’em,  that  how  painful  and! 
dangerous  Ibever  a  Cure  by  Salivation  may  be  to  the  Pa-  ' 
tient;  yet  fo  plain,  eafy,  and  obvious  is  the  Way  of  raid 
fiiig  it,  that  even  Apothecaries  Boys,  and  Surgeons  Ap¬ 
prentices  are  not  afraid  to  undertake  it;  with  what  Sue-, 
cels,  I  will  not  fay.  Bur ’tis  quite  otherwife  at  Montpellier , 5 
as  I  told  you  before,  where  the  Surgeon  only  performs  the 
Manual  Part  ol  Rubbing,  while  one  of  the  Profellbrs  ccn- 
ftantiy  fcands  by  to  adviie  and  direct ;  and  indeed  they  arc 
well  paid  for  their  Attendance ;  an  Englijh  Gentleman  1  cl¬ 
dc  rn  or  never  Coming  off  there  for  Ids  than  Eight  hundred 
or  a  thoufand  Livres,  and  generally  a  handl'ome  Prelent 
to  the  Phyfician  befides.  ' 

But  to  do  Jufttce  to  our  London  Surgeons,  you  mull 
excufe  me.  Sir,  if  f  cannot  entirely  agree  with  you,  that  - 
'tis  wholly-owing,  to  their  Forwardnels  and  Prefumption 
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in  undertaking  the  Cure  of  this  Diftemper  themfelves  with¬ 
out  any  better  Advice,  that  we  meet  with  fo  many  im¬ 
perfect  Cures,  and  ib  many  broken  Conftitutions ;  no,  there 
are  two  Opinions,  with  neither  of  which  I  can  by  any 
Means  agree,  that  have  much  contributed  to  the  fame 
End ;  the  firft  is,  that  of  iome  over-nice  and  fcrupulous 
Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  who  believe  that  all  the  Con- 
fequences  and  direful  Effects  of  this  Dileafe  are  no  more 
than  the  juft  Reward  of  it,  and  that  they  who  fuffer  under 
it,  ought  not  to  receive  any  Help  or  Afliftance  whatever; 
the  other  more  general  and  prevailing  Opinion  is,  what  I 
juft  now  mention’d,  that  ’tis  difhonourable  for  a  Phvflcian 
of  Note  and  Character  any  way  to  concern  himfelf  in  the 
Cure  of  it ;  lo  that  the  Unhappy  in  thefe  Circumitances 
are  in  a  manner  forc’d  to  put  themfelves  under  the  Care  of 
Surgeons,  or  elle  fall  into  worfe  Hands.  But,  for  my  own 
part,  I  think  it  lb  far  from  being  a  Difhonour,  that  I 
have  always  thought  it  a  Duty,  and  {hail  always  think  1b, 
to  affift  the  Unhappy  in  every  State  and  Condition  of  Life, 
and  to  leave  it  to  Heaven  alone  to  punifh  in  the  next 
World,  the  Crimes  and  Offences  committed  in  this . 

In  a  word,  Sir,  if  the  Publick  {hall  happen  to  receive 
any  Benefit  and  Advantage  from  what  I  have  written  con¬ 
cerning  this  New  Method  of  Cure,  as  I  flatter  my  felf  it 
will,  the  Merit  will  be  chiefly  yours,  whofeRequelt  laid 
me  under  an  Obligation  of  obeying  you  in  the  beft  Man¬ 
ner  I  was  able;  fince  upon  fo  many  Accounts  you  have  a 
Right  to  command  eyery  Thing  in  the  Power  of* 


SIR, 


Tour  mojl  Oblig'd,  and 

Mojl  Obedient  Servant , 


Oran%c-flreetr  near  Leicejler- 
Fietjs,  Dec.  10.  1729 


R.  B  R  O  W  N. 


